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In the United States, the Congressional Research Service -- Congress' research arm -- issued a report last 

month citing a government survey that found 37 percent of fish examined by the National Marine Fisheries 

Service were mislabeled. A separate survey by the Fisheries Service found a whopping 80 percent of red 

snapper was mislabeled.  

 

To see whether what's presented on sushi menus as red snapper really is, the Chicago Sun-Times visited 

14 restaurants in the city and suburbs, bought sushi and sent sugar-cube sized samples to a lab that 

specializes in genetic testing of animals. 

LOCATION: Bluefin, 1952 W. North  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Tilapia  

EXPLANATION: General manager said he didn't know 

that what he orders is tilapia and, as a result, changed 

menu to say: "Izumidai (Tilapia)."  

 

LOCATION: Chi Tung, 9560 S. Kedzie  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Tilapia  

EXPLANATION: Owner said she trusts her supplier, 

insisting: "Of course, it's red snapper. If we order red 

snapper, we have to get red snapper."  

 

LOCATION: House of Sushi & Noodles, 1610 W. Belmont  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Tilapia  

EXPLANATION: Didn't return calls.  

LOCATION: Japonais, 600 W. Chicago  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Japanese red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Red sea bream  

EXPLANATION: Owner said customers wouldn't 

recognize "sea bream" on the menu.  

 

LOCATION: Kamehachi, 1400 N. Wells  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Japanese red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Red sea bream  

EXPLANATION: Owner said she has always 

referred to the fish as Japanese red snapper.  

 

LOCATION: Kikuya, 1601 E. 55th  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Tilapia  

EXPLANATION: Didn't return calls.  
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LOCATION: Nohana, 3136 N. Broadway  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Tilapia  

EXPLANATION: Questions were referred to the 

manager at sister restaurant Shiroi Hana, who said it 

was likely a mistranslation -- and changed the menu to 

"Izumidai (Tilapia)."  

 

LOCATION: Oysy, 315 Skokie Blvd., Northbrook  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Inconclusive  

EXPLANATION: Didn't return calls.  

 

LOCATION: Renga Tei, 3956 W. Touhy, Lincolnwood  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Red sea bream  

Explanation: Chef/owner said customers recognize 

"red snapper" on a menu but wouldn't know what they 

were getting if they saw "sea bream.ñ 

 

LOCATION: Sushi Bento, 1512 N. Naper Blvd., 

Naperville  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Tilapia  

EXPLANATION: Manager said the restaurant uses red 

snapper -- and said tilapia and red snapper "taste 

almost the same."  

LOCATION: Sushi Mura, 3647 N. Southport  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Tilapia  

EXPLANATION: Owner said the restaurant offers 

what its supplier sells as red snapper.  

 

LOCATION: Sushi Wabi, 842 W. Randolph  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Red Sea Bream  

EXPLANATION: Owner pulled it off the menu, said 

she thought she'd been getting red snapper.  

 

LOCATION: Tatsu, 1062 W. Taylor  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Tilapia  

EXPLANATION: Manager said supplier 

recommends tilapia. Said owner switched to 

ordering whole red snapper based on Sun-Times 

findings.  

 

LOCATION: Todai, Woodfield mall, Schaumburg  

WHAT WE ORDERED: Red snapper  

DNA RESULT: Tilapia  

EXPLANATION: Company spokesman blamed a 

translation mistake. Label on buffet line has been 

changed to "Izumidai (Tilapia)."  
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Tilapia leverandører til USA 

Frozen Chinese filets, 
not traceable and not 
of verifiable origin. 

Frozen Indonesian, Thai, 
Vietnamese and Philippines 
tilapia. Traceable, verifiable? 

Fresh Ecuadorean, Costa 
Rican and Honduran tilapia 
filets. Probably traceable, but 
verifiable? 

Trapia. Traceable from 
egg to plate, 100% 
verifiable origin. 

? 
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Trapia Malaysia Sdn Bhd 
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Oreochromis niloticus 
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